On November 3, a fit of coughing caused profuse intralaryngeal haemorrhage, which was unaffected by digital pressure applied to the carotid artery; and in a few minutes, before further measures could be adopted, he died from asphyxiation.
Autopsy.-The lower lobes,of both lungs were solid with pneumonia. The trachea and bronchi were full of frothy serum and short broken casts of blood-clot. The course of the bullet corresponded to the clinical appearances. In its transit, it had fractured the left greater cornu of the hyoid at its junction with the body, and, traversing the anterior part of the supraglottic space, had deeply grooved the base of the epiglottis. The right superior thyroid artery, at the highest point reached by the upward loop at its origin, had been cleanly severed by the bullet. A microscopic specimen is also shown.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. HERBERT TILLEY: The result in this case is excellent. There was a hard ulcer, now there is a soft scar. Such a case gives us hope that in these early stages of malignant disease one may get a good result by a simpler form of treatment than the usual operations which are necessary for dealing with cancer of the floor of the mouth.
Mr. FRANK RosE (in reply): I think Mr. Tilley is somewhat optimistic in his remarks. The patient appears well at present, but how long he will remain so I do not know.. It is fifteen months since the last operation was done.
